
   March 22, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Thursday 5:00 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please contact the parish office to schedule your child’s baptism. Requests for 
the date and time specified will be honored to the extent possible. Parents who 
have not yet received pre-baptismal instruction are required to attend a 
Baptismal Preparation Class that is held 5 times per year. Call the parish office 
well in advance so that class arrangements may be made. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Contact the priest 9 to 12 months in advance. A Wedding Handbook is 
available from the Parish Office which provides the necessary information on 
arranging for a marriage.  

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING/MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
In an emergency, contact the parish at any time.  Please contact the Parish 
Center if you or a loved one are hospitalized, or are confined to home or a 
nursing facility, to receive the Eucharist and/or Anointing. Hospitals and 
healthcare facilities no longer routinely inform churches when a parishioner is 
admitted. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS 
Priesthood or Vocation as a Religious Sister or Brother. Those considering 
entering the Priesthood or a religious vocation, please contact our Pastor or the 
Archdiocesan Vocation Office at 317-236-1490. 

LITTLE FLOWER COUNSELING CENTER  
Counseling services are available to Little Flower parishioners at a reduced 
rate. Please call Maureen Sweeney at (317) 617-2522. 

INTERESTED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH? 
Inquiry Classes begin in September as part of the Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (OCIA). Call Parish Center for information. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
We welcome all those visiting with us today.  If you are interested in knowing 
more about our parish or wish to register for membership, please call the Parish 
Office. Registration forms are also available at each of the church doors. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Articles for the bulletin must be submitted in writing to the Parish center or by 
email to lgibbons@littleflowerparish.org by noon on Monday. 

Little Flower Church Mission Statement 
Little Flower Church (St. Therese of the Infant Jesus) is a vibrant faith 
community in the Roman Catholic Tradition, striving to live out the 
Gospel values of Jesus Christ. Centered in the Eucharist, we are 
called by God to look beyond ourselves to respond compassionately to 
the needs of others. 

The Theresean 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
PARISH CENTER 317-357-8352 

SCHOOL 317-353-2282
The school offers Pre-school 3’s and 4’s through Grade 8.  

Extended Care is available until 6:00 PM. 
Contact the school for more information. 

ST. THERESE – LITTLE FLOWER 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4720 E. 13th Street Indianapolis, Indiana 46201 
www.littleflowerparish.org 

      PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Jude Meril Sahayam, Administrator 

FrJude@littleflowerparish.org 
Deacon Gary Blackwell, Deacon 

DcnGary@littleflowerparish.org 
Angie Mackell, Director of Stewardship and Administration: 
  AMackell@littleflowerparish.org 
Peggy Clegg, Pastoral Associate – Health & Senior Ministries: 
  PClegg@littleflowerparish.org 
Jeannie Zimmerman, Parish Secretary: 
  JZimmerman@littleflowerparish.org 
Lisa Gibbons, Accounting Clerk/Religious Education Coordinator: 
  LGibbons@littleflowerparish.org 
Kevin Gawrys, Principal: 
  KGawrys@littleflowerparish.org 
Tom Costello, Music Director: 
  TCostello@littleflowerparish.org 
Jacob Comley, Maintenance Director: 
  jcomley@littleflowerparish.org 
Sandy Clegg, Office Assistant:  
  SClegg@littleflowerparish.org 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Chairperson Rick Markins 
Vice Chairperson Chris Johnson 
Secretary Caroline House 
Finance Council Greg Slisz 
Faith Formation Commission Lisa Gibbons 
Invite Commission Mark Misner 
Liturgy Commission Mark Erdosy 
Parish Life Commission Carol Wehlage 
School Commission Lauren Lay 
Stewardship Commission OPEN POSITION 
At-Large Member Michele Rosenbaum 
At-Large Member Catharine Diehr 
At-Large Member Amy Torzewski 
At-Large Member Consuelo Quiroz 
At-Large Member Jeff Usher 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Mass   Saturday: 5:30 PM 

Sunday: 9:00 AM, 6:00 PM 
Weekdays: Tue. 8:30 a.m., Thurs. 5:30 p.m. 
Holy Days: Check inside the bulletin. 

Communion Services 
Check inside the bulletin. 



Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 

Together, Embracing Change  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Change can be daunting. It disrupts our routines, challenges our expectations, and sometimes even shakes our sense of security. However, 
throughout Scripture and the life of the Church, change has often been seen as a path to renewal and growth. A crucial aspect of our 
collective progress lies in increased stewardship. 
 
 Stewardship involves recognizing that everything we possess is a divine gift. By generously sharing our time, talents, and treasures, our 
parish becomes stronger and better equipped to serve others. Your unwavering stewardship will play a vital role in our parish’s continued 
growth and vitality. 
 
As we continue to maintain and strengthen our parish, another area of focus is the care of our campus. Maintaining and cleaning our 
parish grounds creates a welcoming and positive impression for everyone who visits or passes by. A well-kept campus reflects the pride 
we have in our parish and can attract individuals to experience our faith community.  
 
Furthermore, we will be strengthening and empowering our committees and commissions to enhance the life and mission of our parish. 
These groups provide guidance for our ministries, plan parish activities, and support the various ways we serve God and one another.  
 
When parishioners actively contribute their gifts and participate more fully, our community becomes more robust and vibrant. Finally, we 
have also made adjustments to our Mass schedule. These changes aim to foster a stronger sense of community and optimize the utilization 
of our resources. When we have numerous Masses, the number of attendees is spread across them. By gathering together in fewer Masses, 
we enhance our sense of community and engage in collective prayer as a more unified congregation. 
 
Based on our parish survey and input from the parish council, please see the revised Mass schedule, effective from June 6th and 7th, 
2026: 
 
- Saturday: 5:30 PM 
- Sunday: 9:00 AM 
 
We hope this new schedule will facilitate the strengthening of our parish family while ensuring the prudent use of our resources. 
While change can be challenging, it also presents an opportunity for renewal. By working together with faith, generosity, and unwavering 
commitment, we can continue building a strong and faithful parish community. 
 
I express my deepest gratitude for your prayers, support, and dedication to our parish. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
 
Fr. Jude  
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For the Week March 23 - 29, 2026 
24 March Tuesday 

8:30 a.m. Michael Boyle by Family 
26 March Thursday   

5:30 p.m. Roland & Mary Sharp by Ron Sharp 
28 March Saturday  

5:30 p.m. For the People 
29 March Sunday 

9:00 a.m. Michelle Fischer by Mike & Carol 
Wehlage 

6:00 p.m. For the Intentions of the Commiskey 
Family by Paul Commiskey 

March 22 - 29, 2026 
DAY ROOM TIME GROUP 
Sunday Church 9:00 a.m. Children’s Liturgy 

Duffey Hall 
(school café) 

10:00 a.m. Coffee & Healthy 
Snacks 

Monday School 
(room B07) 

6:30 p.m. Bible Study 

Tuesday St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

7:00 p.m. OCIA 

Church 7:00 p.m. Choir 
Wednesday Duffey Hall 

(school café) 
7:00 p.m. Festival Committee 

Thursday St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

1:00 p.m. Bible Study 

St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

4:00 p.m. Legion of Mary 

St. Therese 
(Parish Center)

8:00 p.m. AA 

Friday Duffey Hall 
(school café) 

4:30 p.m. Fish Fry 

Church 5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross & 
Communion Service 

Saturday Church 9:00 a.m. OCIA Retreat & 
Practice 

Parish 
Grounds 

10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday Church 9:00 a.m. Children’s Liturgy 
Duffey Hall 
(school café) 

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Healthy 
Snacks 

School 10:00 a.m. Religious Ed 
School 10:00 a.m. OCIA for Children 

READINGS FOR MARCH 28 and 29  
PALM SUNDAY 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14—27:66 

To read the readings on-line, go to: 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032926.cfm 

Baby Banks are at all of the church doors. Please save your 
change (bills and checks are happily accepted) to support the 
work of our Gabriel Project and The Miracle Place, which  is 
a ministry of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, focused on providing hope, education, and support 
to families on the near eastside of Indianapolis.   Please 
return your bank to church on Palm Sunday weekend, or 
you may use this QR code to make a donation.  

What is a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend?  It is a positive, 
renewing experience for couples that have a good marriage, but want to 
make it even better!  This is a time for you and your spouse to spend 
time together and learn about the tools to nourish your Sacrament in a 
new way.  Married couples go home from a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend more in love with each other than ever!  Apply 
now at WWME.org to attend our next experience April 24-26, at Our 
Lady of Fatima Retreat House in Indianapolis.  For more information, 
text or call Mike and Lourdes Padilla at 812-374-7331. 

Quote from a couple who made a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend: “We want you to know we thought we had a great marriage. 
But Marriage Encounter helped make it fantastic!” 

On Sunday, at the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
we will celebrate the Third Scrutiny. 
The Scrutinies are three profound, 
reflective rites in the Order of the 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA), celebrated on the 3rd, 4th, 

and 5th Sundays of Lent to prepare the Elect for Baptism. They 
involve self-examination, repentance, and prayers of exorcism to 
heal, protect, and strengthen the Elect against sin and 
temptation. Please keep our OCIA candidates in your thoughts 
and prayers as they prepare to enter the church through Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.   

Ladies Club Flower 
Sale 

It is that time of year for the Ladies 
Club Spring Flower sale.  Order 
forms are at the doors of the 

Church.  Order forms are due back by April 2. We 
appreciate all the support you have given us in years 
past.  We hope to see you again this year. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Please keep our ill and homebound 
parishioners and friends in your thoughts 
and prayers, especially the following 
people who have requested prayers for 
various reasons:   
 

Bill Ajamie, Charlotte Allstatt, Tricia Allstatt, 
Fr. Mike Barton, Marylyn Blackwell, Chip 
Brandt,  Esther Capps, Joe Clegg, Mark 

Clevenger, Dennis Debruhl, Sherri (Ruegamer) Dugger, Joanna Estes, 
Carol Freeland, Olivia Garrison, Haydee Gloria, Margie Greene, Anna 
Marie Gutierrez, Mary Lou Hoggatt, Margaret Hughel, Lois Irwin, Carrie 
Jones, John Jones, Bob Lawless,  Karen Lientz, Thomas Long, 
Maximus Lopez, Larry Lynch, Catherine McKenna-Sexton, Sally Meth, 
Gene Miller, Carol Murphy, Mary Alice Pogue, Ray Quinn, Bill Rathz, 
Judy Rathz, Scott Rhinehart, Lourdes Riedeman, Eileen Walters, Gary 
Walters, Janet Wilkerson, Sister Lucia Christi Zetzl.  
 

If you get a chance, please send them a card or a note. It will brighten 
their day. This week we especially want to remember:  
 

Elizabeth Dyer 
1427 N Drexel Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46201 

 
 

Pray for our active military family/friends: 
 

Brian Ledgerwood, serving on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, son of Diane 
Anderson 
 
Victor Franco, serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, MT. 
 
Matthew Hughey, serving in Tokyo, Japan – nephew of Rita Cooning. 
 
Aden S. Haigerty, United States Navy, serving at Naval base Kitsap in Bangor, 
Washington – nephew of Mike Haigerty.    
 
Javier Estrada – United States Navy, serving in AAMDS Poland. son of Liliana 
Estrada, grandson of Martin and Shannon Estrada. 
 

Jared Cox - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, grandson of Ed and 
Cindy Wernsing. 
 
Juan Santiago - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, son of Velma 
Cecilio and brother of Edgar Santiago. 
 
Lexi Robertson, Navel Submarine Base Kings Bay, GA., granddaughter of 
Barb Bruce 
 

Riley Allstatt, serving at the San Diego Marine Basic Camp, son of Mark and 
Christa Allstatt and grandson of Dave and Charlotte Allstatt.  
 

Alex Oskins, 3rd Class Midshipman at the United States Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Maryland, son of Jill Oskins. 
 

If you or someone in your family is ill or serving our country and would 
like their name listed in the bulletin so others can pray for them, please 
contact Peggy Clegg at 317-357-8352 or pclegg@littleflowerparish.org.  
 
 

The next Baptism Preparation 
Class is Monday, April 27, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.  
This class is required for parents 
who are requesting baptism for 
their child and have not 
previously attended a preparation 
class. Please call the parish center 

at 317-357-8352 to let us know if you plan to attend. Plan ahead, 
as the next class will not take place until June.  

 
 

 

Stewardship Corner  
Your Gifts of Treasure 

Weekly Budget Goal      $         13,350.00 
Collection of March 14 and 15   $           8,173.00 
Electronic Contribution 3/9-3/13       $           4,971.34 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Actual      $        497,631.39 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget   $        493,950.00 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 YTD  $            3,681.39  
 

Home Improvement Fund 
January Contributions      $     2,140.00  
February Contributions   $     2,461.00 
March Contributions (to date)  $     2,308.51 
 
If you did not complete your online stewardship intention card 

or return your paper version yet, please do so as soon as 
possible. Online forms are on our website, or paper copies are 

available at the church doors. 
------------------------------------------- 

Home Improvement/Capital Projects on the Horizon 
New Church exterior doors 

Repair/renovate the front of the school. 
Repair/replace underground drainage causing significant leaks 

in the school cafeteria. 
Additional security lighting throughout the campus. 

Completion of church floor refinishing. 
Completion of church light cleaning/bulb replacement. 

 

Funding for these projects will come from a variety of sources, 
but largely from the generosity of our parishioners. 

 

 
Just Desserts Ladies! 

The Ladies Club provides the desserts each week for the 
Fish Fry! All Ladies of the Parish are members of the 
Ladies Club, so bring your sweets to the school cafeteria 
after 3:00 p.m. on Friday. Thanks in advance and for all 
of your help in years past! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come One! Come All! 
Please join us on Fridays during Lent through March 27  

for a wonderful Lenten meal! 
Serving takes place from 4:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.   

Drive-thru carryout service is available! 
Invite your family and friends to help make our  

Fish Fry a success! 
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SUMMERFEST 2026 
“Saddle Up at Summerfest” 

May 29 – 31 
The next leadership meeting is Wednesday, March 

25 at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.
-------------------------------------------------------- 

WE NEED YOU!  Below are some booth chair positions 
that need to be filled for this year’s festival: 

* Set up/Tear down – we need someone to coordinate
the set up and tear down process.  Email Angie Mackell at 
amackell@littleflowerparish.org if interested. 

* Elephant Ears – we need someone to be in charge of
the cooking and scheduling for this booth.  Email Peggy 
Clegg at pclegg@littleflowerparish.org if interested. 

* Hamburgers/Hot Dogs/Pulled Pork – we need
someone to be in charge of the cooking and scheduling 
for this booth.  Email Peggy Clegg at 
pclegg@littleflowerparish.org if interested. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
Used Book Sale – Donate your used books to the festival!  
You may bring your donations to the Parish Center during 
regular office hours (9 a.m. to 3 p.m. M-F). 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
The Silent Auction team needs your help! Contact 

Elizabeth Mann (463-206-5196) 
or edeputy1@yahoo.com if you can donate! 

     Are you an artisan or just plain crafty? Consider 
donating a unique, one of a kind, or handmade item. It can be 
a very special way to share your talent with our parish and 
help us reach our fundraising goal at the same time. 
     Can you or your employer offer new goods or services 
valued in excess of $25? Consider donating them! 
     Are you a Colts/Pacers/Fever/Fuel/Ignite season ticket 
holder? Consider donating a pair (or more) of your tickets for 
just one game next year. 
     Do you have a timeshare or vacation property? 
Consider donating a week this year. 
     Are there gift cards lying around that you will never 
use?  Let us put them to good use as an auction item! 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
SPONSORSHIPS ARE CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
FESTIVAL, AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Businesses will benefit 
by special signage and announcements throughout the festival 
acknowledging their sponsorship.  Business sponsorships start at 
$250.00 and higher levels are also available with more benefits. If you 
know of someone who might be interested in this opportunity, ask them 
to call Angie at the parish center.  If you prefer, you can leave their 
name and address for Angie and she will mail information to them.  
Our best chance of getting new sponsors will be you asking them to 
help! 

Weekend Mass Attendance (weekly averages) 

December 2019 – February 2020 (pre-pandemic) 608 
June 2024 – May 2025 505 
June 2025 – December 2025 502 
January 2026 527 
February 2026 489 

February Averages per Mass 
5:30 p.m.  110 
9:00 a.m. 238 
6:00 p.m. 141 

March 2026 (thru 3/15)  535 
March Averages per Mass 

5:30 p.m.  126 
9:00 a.m. 240 
6:00 p.m. 169 

It’s such a basic statement. But an important one. A good 
night’s rest readies you to take on the challenges of the 
next day. In Indianapolis, hundreds of children and adults 
are sleeping on the floor or in chairs each night, interfering 
with their health, education and welfare. This Lent, a 
special collection to provide a good night’s rest will 
take place on the 5th Sunday, March 29.  $100 provides 
a twin bed with a frame, $200 provides a double or queen 
bed with a frame.  Results will be shared after Easter.  

Knights of Columbus 
Fatima Event Center Located at 1040 North Post Road 

Fatima Council’s Dinner with the Knights will be on 
Monday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. featuring a hearty meal 
of spaghetti with meat sauce, salad and dessert prepared 
by PGK Andy Ritter.  The cost is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 
for children 5 -12, and children under 4 are free.  Please 
join us for a great evening. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
Ladies Club Meeting and Canvas Painting Class

Please bring yourself, your daughters, granddaughters, and
friends to the Ladies Club meeting and Canvas Painting
class on Thursday, April 9 beginning at 5:30 p.m.
(NOTE: earlier start time.) Following the business
meeting, the painting class will begin at 6:30 p.m. for those
unable to be at the meeting but who want to attend the
painting class. Appetizers, desserts, and water will be
provided. Feel free to bring your own drink if you do not
want water. The total cost of the class is $39.00; however,
the Ladies Club will cover $14.00 of that cost, and you
will need to pay $25.00 to attend the class. If you sign up
to attend and do not show up, you will need to pay the
entire $39.00 because we get charged for the number of
people we give them when we finalize our count. If you
wish to attend, please contact Mary Conway: (317) 938-
1195 or sistermm118@aol.com by Friday, April 3. You
may pay $25.00 the day of the event. Please contact Mary
as well with any questions. For those who do not wish to
paint, there will be games available, so feel free to join us
for an evening of fun and fellowship.

LITTLE FLOWER LADIES CLUB
TO ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH

18 YEARS AND OLDER
Just over one hundred years ago, the Little Flower Altar
Society and Social Club was established with the main
purpose of supporting the parish’s efforts to beautify and
maintain the sanctuary. These efforts continue today, under
the name of the Little Flower Ladies Club. We have
educational programs, social outings and monthly meetings
in addition to our fundraising efforts, which include bake
sales, annual plant sales, and flowers for holiday decorating.
Additionally, at the end of each fiscal year, funds are given to
the parish to help support the general budget.
The Ladies Club is open to all women of the parish age 18
and older with annual membership dues of $15.00. Spring is
just around the corner, and it is time for our election of
officers for the 2026-2027 year. Officers of this organization
include President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and
Historian. This ministry offers a wonderful opportunity to
help the parish, assist other parish organizations, make new
friends and attend fun-filled and informative events.

If you are not a member, please consider joining us as we
continue the efforts this “historic” organization has provided
to our parish for over one hundred years. Current members
are asked to prayerfully consider running for one of the
offices listed above, especially if you have been involved in
the Ladies Club as an officer in the past or want to be more
involved with it now. Great leadership is necessary for this
ministry to continue to thrive for the next one hundred
years. If you are interested in learning more about what the
duties of each office entails or wish to run for an office,
please contact Karen Lyons at karenrosel@yahoo.com or by
phone at 317-213-2847.

LENT/HOLY WEEK/EASTER CALENDAR
Friday, March 20 and March 27

Stations of the Cross and Communion Service
at 5:30 p.m.

Fish Fry in Social Hall: 4:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

March 29 – Palm Sunday
Regular Mass Schedule

Saturday 5:30 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.

April 2 – Holy Thursday
Mass at 7:00 p.m. only at Our Lady of Lourdes

Adoration at Our Lady of Lourdes
after Mass until 10 p.m.

April 3 – Good Friday
Living Stations of the Cross at 8:30 a.m.

Stations of the Cross at 3:00 p.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 7:00 p.m.

only at Our Lady of Lourdes
April 19 – Holy Saturday

Easter Vigil Mass at 8:30 p.m. at Little Flower
NO 5:30 p.m. Mass

April 20 – Easter Sunday
Mass at 9:00 a.m. at Little Flower

Mass at 11:00 a.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes.
There is NO 6:00 p.m. Mass

The sacrament of Reconciliation is available
every Thursday at Little Flower at 5:00 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE: Construction notice traveling to Our Lady
of Lourdes for the Triduum. In preparation for the
upcoming IndyGo Blue Line, the Ritter & Washington Street
intersection will be closed. There are some lane restrictions
around the church; however you can turn on Downey Ave. to
access the parking lot. Plan ahead due to construction.

HOLY WEEK ADORATION
Starting on the Monday of Holy
Week, March 30, the Eucharist will
be exposed during the day through
Holy Thursday in the Adoration
Chapel at Little Flower Church.
How to sign-up: Visit our website
(littleflowerparish.org) for an on-line
link to the sign-up or call the Parish

Office (317-357-8352) or use this link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4EAAAD2AA7F
D0-55164986-holy
If you are attending, please contact the Parish Office for
the entry code to the church.
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“Preserving the Rite of Christian
Burial and Respecting the

Liturgy of Cremation.”
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