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Little Flower Church Mission Statement

Little Flower Church (St. Therese of the Infant Jesus) is a vibrant
faith community in the Roman Catholic Tradition, striving to live
out the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. Centered in the Eucharist,
we are called by God to look beyond ourselves to respond
compassionately to the needs of others.

The Theresean

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Jude Meril Sahayam, Administrator
Frdude@littleflowerparish.org

Deacon Gary Blackwell, Deacon
DcnGary@littleflowerparish.org

Angie Mackell, Director of Stewardship and Administration:
AMackell@littleflowerparish.org

Peggy Clegg, Pastoral Associate — Health & Senior Ministries:
PClegg@littleflowerparish.org

Jeannie Zimmerman, Parish Secretary:
JZimmerman@littleflowerparish.org

Lisa Gibbons, Accounting Clerk/Religious Education Coordinator:
LGibbons@littleflowerparish.org

Kevin Gawrys, Principal:
KGawrys@littleflowerparish.org

Tom Costello, Music Director:
TCostello@littleflowerparish.org

Jacob Comley, Maintenance Director:
jcomley@littleflowerparish.org

Sandy Clegg, Office Assistant:
SClegg@littleflowerparish.org

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Rick Markins
Chris Johnson
Caroline Mages

Finance Council Greg Slisz
Faith Formation Commission  Lisa Gibbons
Invite Commission Mark Misner

Liturgy Commission
Parish Life Commission
School Commission
Stewardship Commission
At-Large Member
At-Large Member

Tom Costello (interim)
Carol Wehlage
Lauren Lay

OPEN POSITION
Michele Rosenbaum
Catharine Diehr

At-Large Member Amy Torzewski
At-Large Member Consuelo Quiroz
At-Large Member Jeff Usher

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Mass Saturday: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM, 6:00 PM
Weekdays: Tue. 8:30 a.m., Thurs. 5:30 p.m.
Holy Days: Check inside the bulletin.

Communion Services
Check inside the bulletin.

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
PARISH CENTER  317-357-8352

SCHOOL 317-353-2282
The school offers Pre-school 3’s and 4’s through Grade 8.
Extended Care is available until 6:00 PM.
Contact the school for more information.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday 5:00 p.m. or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Please contact the parish office to schedule your child’s baptism.
Requests for the date and time specified will be honored to the
extent possible. Parents who have not yet received pre-baptismal
instruction are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation Class
that is held 5 times per year. Call the parish office well in advance
so that class arrangements may be made.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Contact the priest 9 to 12 months in advance. A Wedding Handbook is
available from the Parish Office which provides the necessary information
on arranging for a marriage.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING/MINISTRY TO THE SICK

In an emergency, contact the parish at any time. Please contact the
Parish Center if you or a loved one are hospitalized, or are confined to
home or a nursing facility, to receive the Eucharist and/or Anointing.
Hospitals and healthcare facilities no longer routinely inform churches
when a parishioner is admitted.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS

Priesthood or Vocation as a Religious Sister or Brother. Those
considering entering the Priesthood or a religious vocation, please
contact our Pastor or the Archdiocesan Vocation Office at 317-236-1490.

LITTLE FLOWER COUNSELING CENTER
Counseling services are available to Little Flower parishioners at a
reduced rate. Please call Maureen Sweeney at (317) 617-2522.

INTERESTED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH?
Inquiry Classes begin in September as part of the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults (OCIA). Call Parish Center for information.

PARISH REGISTRATION
We welcome all those visiting with us today. If you are interested in
knowing more about our parish or wish to register for membership,
please call the Parish Office. Registration forms are also available at
each of the church doors.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Articles for the bulletin must be submitted in writing to the Parish center
or by email to Igibbons@littleflowerparish.org by noon on Monday.
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Pases Fr Dhesss / THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

December 7 - 14, 2025
u )Gd %)‘H a DAY ROOM | TIME | GROUP
Sunday Ladies Club Bake Sale after all Masses
For the Week December 8 - 14, 2025 Church 9:00 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
08 December Monday School 10:00 a.m. | Religious Ed
1:30 p.m.  Bud & Dorothy Moody by Anita Moody School 10:00 a.m. OCIA for Children
5:30 For the Peonle Duffy Hall 10:00 a.m. Coffee and Donuts
-V p-m. P (school café)
09 December Tue.Sday ) ) Monday Classroom 6:30 p.m. Bible Study
8:30 a.m.  Denis Moriarty, Sr. by Jim & Loretta B05
Miller Duffy Hall 7:00 p.m. PPS Meeting
11 December Thursday (school café)
. Tuesday St. Therese 7:00 p.m. OCIA
5:30 p.m. Souls in Purgatory by John T. Kelly (Parish Center)
12 December Friday Church. 7:00 p.m. Christmas Choir
8:30 a.m. Dick Kramer by Consuelo Quiroz Wednesday (S})te;nZit(r:l:rﬁer) 11:30 a.m. édvenmresome
roup
13 December  Saturday . . St. Therese 5:00 p.m. SVDP
5:30 p.m. Frances Lester by the Beikes Family (Parish Center)
14 December Sunday Duffy Hall 6:30 p.m. Euchre
9:00 a.m. For the People (school caf€) .
6:00 p.m.  For the Intentions of the Commiskey Thursday f’éﬂ{:‘g::tir) 4:00pm. | Legion of Mary
Family by Paul Commiskey Gym 6:00 p.m. School Christmas
c . . Program
The January 4 bulletin will feature pictures from Duffy Hall | 7:00 pm. | LFAA
Little Flower that took place during 2025. If you (school caf€)
have any pictures to share, please send them to Lisa St. Therese | 8:00 p.m. | AA
. K x (Parish Center)
at lgibbons@littleflowerparish.org by Wednesday, Friday
December 10. Thank you! Saturday Blood Pressure Check after all Masses.
Christmas Flower Collection after all Masses.
Return Giving Tree gifts with tags at weekend
Please welcome into our Masses.
Ne‘l?.l Q@ Christian community Ellie (S;ériitggﬁer) 7:00a.m. Men’s Prayer Group
y Rose, daughter of Sean Sunday Church 9:00 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
{ and Zuzanna (Miakinin) Duffy Hall 10:00 a.m. | Parish Christmas
a’p 1Z.€( 1(:)‘_,, Hernandez, and John (school café) Party
. ) St. Therese 3:30 p.m. Confirmation Pre
William, son of Jim and Melissa (Hollowell) Maslar who (Parish Center) P P

were baptized on Sunday, November 23, 2025.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Stewardship Corner
Your Gifts of Treasure

Weekly Budget Goal $ 13,350.00
Collection of November 22 and 23 $ 10,691.00
Electronic Contribution 11/17-11/21 $ 9,129.39
Collection of November 29 and 30 $ 5,467.20
Electronic Contribution 11/24-11/28 $ 3,436.97
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Actual $ 287,646.42
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget S 293,700.00
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 YTD DEFICIT $ - 6,053.58

Home Improvement Fund
September Contributions $ 2,216.00
October Contributions $ 2,085.00
November Contributions $ 2,133.00

PLEASE NOTE
If you would like a donation to be credited in 2025, it must be
|received in the parish office by December 31. Also, any
donations received in the envelopes marked for the Solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s Day) will be credited in
2026.

November 9 was Intention Sunday for the Archdiocesan
United Catholic Appeal (UCA). The UCA provides year-
long support to Archdiocesan ministries that benefit
people in all parishes. You should have received your
intention card in the mail, but extras are available at the
church doors. If you have not turned your card in, please
do so as soon as possible. You may place them in the
regular collection or mail them to the Archdiocese in the
envelope provided. Please be as generous as possible.

|Please take special care that you don’t mistake this for the

intention card for parish support. Our parish awareness
campaign for stewardship of time, talent, and treasure
will take place in the coming months.

&\N YO Please keep our ill and homebound

Q}‘ 0’:’ parishioners and friends in your

1&? vy thoughts and prayers, especially

5 § the following people who have

= =~ requested prayers for various
9&’ \\ (;b"’? reasons:

PLEASE CONSIDER REMEMBERING
LITTLE FLOWER PARISH AND SCHOOL
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

Next weekend, December 13 and 14 is the annual
collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious.
Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests spent years working
in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies, often for
little pay. Their sacrifices leave their religious
communities without adequate savings for retirement and
eldercare. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious
collection helps provide prescription medications,
nursing care, and more. Please give to those who have
given a lifetime. Please use your envelope provided in
the regular packet and place it in the regular collection
next weekend, or give online at www.retiredreligious.org

Bill Ajamie, Charlotte Allstatt, Tricia
Alistatt, Fr. Mike Barton, Marylyn Blackwell, Esther Capps, Joe
Clegg, Mark Clevenger, Dennis Debruhl, Dan Dugan, Sherri
(Ruegamer) Dugger, Joanna Estes, Carol Freeland, Olivia Garrison,
Tom Gedig, Haydee Gloria, Margie Greene, Anna Marie Gutierrez,
Mary Lou Hoggatt, Lois Irwin, Carrie Jones, John Jones, Bob
Lawless, Karen Lientz, Maximus Lopez, Larry Lynch, Catherine
McKenna-Sexton, Sally Meth, Gene Miller, Carol Murphy, Mike
Payne, Mary Alice Pogue, Ray Quinn, Bill Rathz, Judy Rathz, Scott
Rhinehart, Lourdes Riedeman, Eileen Walters, Gary Walters, Janet
Wilkerson, Sister Lucia Christi Zetzl.

If you get a chance, please send them a card or a note. It will brighten
their day. This week we especially want to remember:

Natalie Isom
Grand Valley Health and Rehab
621 Grand Valley Road, Martinsville, IN 46151

Pray for our active military family/friends:

Brian Ledgerwood, serving on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, son of
Diane Anderson

Victor Franco, serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls,
MT.

Matthew Hughey, serving in Tokyo, Japan - nephew of Rita
Cooning.

Aden S. Haigerty, United States Navy, serving at Naval base Kitsap
in Bangor, Washington — nephew of Mike Haigerty.

Javier Estrada — United States Navy, serving in AAMDS Poland. son
of Liliana Estrada, grandson of Martin and Shannon Estrada.

Jared Cox - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, grandson of
Ed and Cindy Wernsing.

Juan Santiago - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, son of
Velma Cecilio and brother of Edgar Santiago.

Zach Meyer, Marine Reserve in South Bend, son-in-law of Dave and
Dora Hughey.

Ian Carter, serving in the United States Navy in Oak Harbor,
WA, great nephew of Pauline and Charlie Graf.

Lexi Robertson, Navel Submarine Base Kings Bay, GA.,
granddaughter of Barb Bruce

Riley Allstatt, serving at the San Diego Marine Basic Camp, son of
Mark and Christa Allstatt and grandson of Dave and Charlotte Allstatt.

Alex Oskins, 3rd Class Midshipman at the United States Naval
Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, son of Jill Oskins.

If you or someone in your family is ill or serving our
country and would like their name listed in the bulletin so
others can pray for them, please contact Peggy Clegg at
317-357-8352 or pclegg@littleflowerparish.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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December 7,2025

IMPORTANT

MESSAGE

Holiday Bulletin Deadlines
Our bulletin company has been alerted by UPS and
FedEx that both companies expect to be pushed to
capacity this holiday season, if not beyond. Also, to
ensure delivery with office closures during the holidays,
we will have a strict deadline for bulletin submissions.
Please make note of the changes.

Christmas & New Years Schedule

o RN RN

° December 21 and 28 bulletins, submissions are
due by Friday, December 12, by noon.

o January 4, 2026 bulletin, submissions are due
by Thursday, December 18 by noon.
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Please note: The January 4 bulletin will consist only of {

7 the parish calendar, Mass schedule, and a celebration of *

pictures from 2025. If you have any upcoming

information for the bulletin, please submit for the

December 21 or 28 bulletins. Please watch submission
dates closely. Plan ahead!
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Weekend Mass Attendance (weekly averages)

December 2019 - February 2020 (pre-pandemic) 608

June 2024 - May 2025 505
June 2025 - August 2025 501
September 2025 518
October 2025 467
October (to date) Averages per Mass
5:30 p.m. 97
9:00 a.m. 201
6:00 p.m. 169
November 2025 thru (11/30) 528

November (to date) Averages per Mass

5:30 p.m. 141
9:00 a.m. 221
6:00 p.m. 166

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

READINGS FOR THE SOLEMNITY
OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
DECEMBER 8, 2025

Genesis 3:9-15, 20

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12

Luke 1:26-38

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 13 AND 14, 2025

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10

James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

To read the readings on-line, go to
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121425.cfm

‘Mass&
‘Intentions

FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES

The custom by which the Christian faithful, seeking to
have their special intentions applied to the celebration
of the Holy Mass, make an offering to the Church.

The Archbishop has allowed specific days that we are
allowed to accept multiple Mass Intentions for the same
Mass, so long as all of those offering the intentions are
informed that the Mass will have more than one
intention.

One of those days for which an exception is granted is
Christmas. We can accept multiple intentions for
Christmas Masses. If you are interested in offering a
specific intention for either the 5:30 p.m. or the 10:00
p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, please contact Jeannie at
the parish office, 317-357-8352.

The bishops of the Province of Indiana have set the
ordinary amount of a financial offering at $10.




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PEW REFINISHING UPDATE

AS ANNOUNCED PREVIOUSLY, THE SHOP DOING OUR PEW
REFINISHING TOOK TWO PEWS FROM CHURCH, WITH THE
INTENT TO STAIN ONE WITH A LIGHTER SHADE AND ONE
WITH A MEDIUM (DARKER) STAIN. THEY WILL RETURN
THOSE PEWS TO US SOMETIME THE WEEK OF DECEMBER
15. WE WILL DEVISE A WAY TO COLLECT YOUR INPUT AS
TO PREFERENCE.

ONCE A DECISION IS MADE ON THE STAIN TO BE USED,
THEY WILL BEGIN TO REMOVE THE PEWS, IN SECTIONS, IN
EARLY TO MID-JANUARY.

AS SECTIONS OF PEWS ARE MISSING, OUR CHURCH FLOOR
WILL BE PROFESSIONALLY CLEANED AND POLISHED.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
DECEMBER 8, 2025

LITTLE FLOWER MASS SCHEDULE
1:30 P.M.

The Gabriel Project is
requesting gifts for baby
Jesus be brought to all
Christmas  Eve  and
Christmas day Masses.
Please bring your
UNWRAPPED gifts to
Mass. There will be an
announcement letting us
know when to bring them

\’ Ir'lr.i_ \a—% _Q

—
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‘ forward to the crib. Much needed items are:

Diapers (sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6)
Wipes

Baby towels

8 0z baby bottles
Diaper bags

Bibs

Coats

0 months-2T socks

No scratch mittens
Baby hygiene products
Tummy time play mats
Swings

The Adventuresome Group will meet on
Wednesday, December 10 at 11:30 a.m. to
celebrate Christmas. The kindergarten students will
be joining us for the reading of the book, “The Night
Before Christmas.” They will also sing a couple of
songs for us as well. You may call Jeannie, 317-
357-8352, in the Parish Center if you plan on
attending. Please bring a friend and join us — the
more the merrier!

Reminder to return Gifts
Thank you to everyone who took tags off the
Giving Tree Please be sure to return your
wrapped gifts, with the original tag

attached to the outside of the gift, on the
weekend of December 13 and 14 or to the

parish office no later than Monday,
December 15.

Euchre Tournament

Fatima Event Center and Council #3228 will host a
Euchre Tournament on Friday evening, December
19, 2025. Registration will begin at 6:00 PM with
play beginning at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $10 per
person. A full list of game rules will be presented
before the start of play. In addition to all this fun, we
will have the full bar libations open along with
seasonal food items for sale. To register and obtain
more information, please contact GK Tony Pappas
at 317-281-5023. Bringing outside food and drink
will not be permitted. We are looking forward to a
fun, competitive evening of card playing This event
is open to members and non-members alike. Hope to
see you there!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2025 CALENDAR

ALL WEEKEND MASSES NOVEMBER 29 and 30
First Sunday of Advent —
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule
Anticipation Mass, Saturday at 5:30 P.M., Sunday at 9:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATH
Help those less fortunate — Get your tags from the Christmas Giving Trees

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
Second Sunday of Advent - Regular Mass Schedule

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Masses at 1:30 P.M. & 5:30 P.M. Masses

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 - 6:00 P.M.
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IN GYM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

Third Sunday of Advent - Regular Mass Schedule
Parish Christmas Party - 10:00 A.M. in the Parish Social Hall (after 9:00 A.M. Mass)
PLEASE RETURN YOUR GIVING TREE GIFTS TO CHURCH THIS WEEKEND OR TO THE PARISH OFFICE NO LATER
THAN 3 P.M. ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
Fourth Sunday of Advent — Regular Mass Schedule

DECEMBER 24 AND 25 - CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
5:30 P.M., & 10:00 P.M.**
(Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes at 4:00 P.M. and Midnight)
Full Christmas Choir at 10:00 P.M. Mass
(music beginning at 9:25 P.M.)
** Incense will be used during the 10:00 p.m. Mass on December 24.**

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25 - 9:00 A.M.
(Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes at 10:00 A.M.)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Christmas Party

Sunday, December 14
After 9:00 a.m. Mass In
the School Cafeteria

e Menu: eggs, potatoes,

sausage gravy and biscuits,
ham, muffins, fruit, and drinks

FEATURING

Visit with Santa (bring a camera for pictures)
Craft project for the kids
Door prizes for adults and children
Lots of Holiday Cheer!

Come celebrate with your parish family!

Hosted by the Parish Life Commission

7 View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THIELE HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”
31 7 639 1 1 1 1 RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
John Traub SERVICE & REPLACEMENT
“80” Continuing 140 Years of Service

J.C. VEERKAMP, INC.

COMPLETE REMODELING & BUILDING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

317-374-3285

’

REALTOR® «317.332.9232
ivogeleskew@highgarden.com

INCORPORATED
2221 E. SOUTHPORT RD.

H HIGHGARDEN | REAL ESTATE SERVICES WITH CARE
| Little Flower & Scecina Parent, Parishioner
COMPANY
m | ELECTRICAL |
MECHAN|CAL
CONTRACTORS
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46227 UNITED

317-783-3291 \ - -
em-company.com TREE SERVICES

Homeowner/Contractor Rentals

KER ..
Kurt Schnell 81°=Parishioner

TOOL
SHED 3940 S. Arlington, Indy

Rental - Sales 317-783-3394
Email: toolshed@att.net ®* Web: toolshedindy.com

SELECTIVE PRUNING

317-410-4448 « 317-679-1442

R DA

EXTERIORS INC
icholas Held ident & Owner
Siding * Roofing ¢ Wmdows * Gutter * Awnings ¢ Carports
2603 E. Washington St., Indianapolis

317-257-1169

Shl Ky | John Deering | PMIRONMENTI]
OUII e Cleaners PEST CONTROL
WE CARE ABOUT YOUR WELFARE
151 4 N. !Emerson 1160 N, Ar“ngton James Dangler, Alumni
AV VOUR PARTY HERES 356-2471 wod>-1378
o FOWLER FAMILY

catholicmatch
Indiana

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Licensed + Bonded - Insured

317-356-9191

« Repair & Replace Water, Sewer & Gas Lines
« Backflow Certified « Camera Inspections « Drains Cleared
« Complete Residential & Commercial Services

PC#19500044

www.myParishApp.com'

myParish

CatholicMatch.com/goIN Available for Apple and Android

Little Flower Parishioner & Steward - Building Trust Through Service For Decades

BROTHERS W FENCE
CONSTRUCTION !)ane in One Week

MASONRY - PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL or FREE
FENCING - CHIMNEYS CLEANED $99 Since 1976 « Veteran

P Since 1974 317-357-1103

317-357-4099
IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Brian Nunley, D.D.S.
Avery Murphy

TREE REMOVAL
TREE TOPPING

STUMP GRINDING
TREE TRIMMING

“A Friendly Dentist & Staff Who Care.”
6643 E. Washington St.

Family Dentistry
352-1444

www.brianenunleydds.com

EWTN.COM/RADIO

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Shawn Castellanos ~ 614-753-8486
scastellanos@diocesan.com

“Preserving the Rite of Christian
Burial and Respecting the
Liturgy of Cremation.”

317.357.1181

www.shirleybrothers.com

Cathedral High School
Four-time National

5225 E. 56th Street Indianapolis, Indiana 46226

317-542-1481
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