) too, you also must be prep

vared, for at an hour you do

not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Matthew 24:44
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JZimmerman@littieflowerparish.org

Lisa Gibbons, Accounting Clerk/Religious Education Coordinator:

LGibbons@littleflowerparish.org
Kevin Gawrys, Principal:
KGawrys@littleflowerparish.org
Tom Costello, Music Director:
TCostello@littleflowerparish.org
Jacob Comley, Maintenance Director:
jcomley@littleflowerparish.org
Sandy Clegg, Office Assistant:
SClegg@littleflowerparish.org
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Chairperson Elizabeth Mann
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Katie Leszcynski
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At-Large Member
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Mass Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:30 AM, 6:00 PM
Weekdays and Holy Days:
Check inside the bulletin for schedule.

Communion Services
Check inside the bulletin.

Little Flower Church Mission Statement

Little Flower Church (St. Therese of the Infant Jesus) is a vibrant
faith community in the Roman Catholic Tradition, striving to live
out the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. Centered in the Eucharist,
we are called by God to look beyond ourselves to respond
compassionately to the needs of others.

The Theresean

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
PARISH CENTER  317-357-8352 Fax 317-357-5316
SCHOOL 317-353-2282 Fax 317-322-7702

The school offers Pre-school 3's and 4's through Grade 8.
Extended Care is available until 6:00 PM.
Contact the school for more information.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45 PM to 4:30 PM or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptisms are held on most Sundays during the year. Baptisms are
held after the 9:30 am Mass. If you prefer to have your child’s baptism
scheduled during Mass, you may request this at the time you return the
baptism information form. Requests for the date and time specified will
be honored to the extent possible. Parents who have not yet received
pre-baptismal instruction are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation
Class that is held 5 times per year. Call the Parish Office well in advance
so that class arrangements may be made.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Contact the priest 9 to 12 months in advance. A Wedding Handbook is
available from the Parish Office which provides the necessary information
on arranging for a marriage.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING/MINISTRY TO THE SICK

In an emergency, contact the parish at any time. Please contact the
Parish Center if you or a loved one are hospitalized, or are confined to
home or a nursing facility, to receive the Eucharist and/or Anointing.
Hospitals and healthcare facilities no longer routinely inform churches
when a parishioner is admitted.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS

Priesthood or Vocation as a Religious Sister or Brother. Those
considering entering the Priesthood or a religious vocation, please
contact our Pastor or the Archdiocesan Vocation Office at 317-236-1490.

LITTLE FLOWER COUNSELING CENTER
Counseling services are available to Little Flower parishioners at a
reduced rate. Please call Maureen Sweeney at (317) 617-2522.

INTERESTED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH?
Inquiry Classes begin in late August as part of the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Call Parish Center for information.

PARISH REGISTRATION
We welcome all those visiting with us today. If you are interested in
knowing more about our parish or wish to register for membership,
please call the Parish Office. Registration forms are also available at
each of the church doors.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Articles for the bulletin must be submitted in writing to the Parish center
or by email to Igibbons@littleflowerparish.org by noon on Monday.
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December 1, 2024

Dear Parish Family,

Today is the First Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time to prepare to welcome Christ more deeply into our minds,
hearts, and lives this Christmas. In the past many of you have participated in Matthew Kelly and Dynamic
Catholic’s email program. If you have not already signed up for this year’s program, Best Advent Ever, you can
sign up at the Dynamic Catholic website: https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html.

Our Advent Penance Service this year will be this Wednesday, December 4 p.m. here at Little Flower.
Several priests are scheduled to be available for confessions. Jesus gave us the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a
gift, not a burden. Also, our First Communicants will be celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time. Please take this opportunity to be reconciled to God and others. For those who are unable to attend our
Penance Service, Holy Spirit’s Penance Service will be Thursday, December 19, at 7:00 p.m. Also, we have
confessions every Saturday from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m.

Next Sunday, December 8, will be our annual parish Christmas party after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. Please see
the bulletin flyer for details. The party will include brunch. Santa will make an appearance. There will a craft
activity for grade school students to make if they wish as well as door prizes for both adults and children. Please
join your parish family as we anticipate Christmas.

Thanks to the Outreach Committee of the Invite Commission for hosting the Community Dinner on Saturday,
November 16. It was a great success. A special thank you goes out to Cindy Woods for stepping up to coordinate
this event. Cindy also recruited a terrific team of extra community volunteers who seemed pleased to help,
including younger volunteers, and they were terrific workers! It demonstrated Little Flower Hospitality in
abundance.

Have a wonderful week.

h. B

Next weekend, December 7 and 8 is the annual collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious. Aging religious need your help.
Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests spent
years working in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies, often
for little pay. Their sacrifices leave their religious communities
without adequate savings for retirement and eldercare. Your gift

to the Retirement Fund for Religious collection helps provide
prescription medications, nursing care, and more. Please give to
those who have given a lifetime. Please use your envelope
provided in the regular packet and place it in the regular

collection next  weekend, or give online at
www.retiredreligious.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Scecina Morning Small Bus Driver Wanted!

Scecina Memorial High School is seeking a morning small bus
driver to transport students from the Greenfield / New Palestine
area to Scecina. A regular Indiana driver’s license is required,
and we will pay a stipend. In total, the route will take
approximately 75 minutes. If interested in driving one or
multiple days per week, please contact Magy Garcia, Assistant
to the President, atmgarcia@scecina.orgor 317-352-3226.
Thank you!
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

0'}". (3 .
T ;. Mass Intentions
For the Week of December 2 - 8, 2024
02 December Monday
5:30 p.m.  Souls in Purgatory by John T. Kelly
03 December Tuesday
5:30 p.m.  Roland & Mary Sharp by Ron Sharp
04 December Wednesday
No Mass
05 December Thursday
5:30 p.m.  For the Intentions of Fr. Bob by Your
Parish Family
06 December Friday

9:30a.m.  For Blessings, Grace & Guidance for
Regina Rancourt by Robert & Mary
Rancourt
07 December Saturday — The Vigil of the Second of
Advent
5:00 p.m.  John Anthony Maio by Mary Ann Maio
& Family

08 December Second Sunday of Advent

9:30 a.m. Michael Anthony Maio by Kathleen
(O’Gara) & Scott Johnson
6:00 p.m. For the Parish

Weekend Mass Attendance (weekly average)

December 2019 - February 2020 (pre-pandemic) 608

June 2020 - May 2021 249
June 2021 - May 2022 434
June 2022 - May 2023 483
June 2023 - May 2024 497
June 2024 - August 2024 469
September 2024 485
October 2024 478
November 2024 thru 11/17 517

¢’ THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

December 1 - 8, 2024

< =8 el
L !

WELCOME / REGISTRATION
Next Weekend
Are you attending Mass at Little Flower but are not a member?
Are you considering joining us? If so, we would love for you to
become a member of our Parish!

Please see a friendly parishioner next weekend at the
WELCOME TABLE in the gathering area for information and
registration forms. Forms are also available for parishioners if

your address or contact information has changed.
You may also register at
www.littleflowerparish.org

DAY ROOM TIME GROUP
Sunday Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
Holy Family | 7:00 p.m. Youth Group
(Parish Center)
Monday
Tuesday St. Therese 7:00 p.m. OCIA
(Parish Center)
Church 7:00 p.m. Christmas Choir
Wednesday | Church 7:00 p.m. Advent Penance
Service & First
Reconciliation
St. Patrick 7:00 p.m. School Commission
(Parish Center)
Thursday St. Therese 1:00 p.m. Bible Study
(Parish center)
St. Therese 6:00 p.m. Women’s AA
(Parish Center) Workshop
St. Patrick 6:30 p.m. Euchre
(Parish Center)
Duffey Hall | 6:30 p.m. Ladies Club
(school café)
St. Therese 8:00 p.m. AA
(Parish Center)
Friday St. Therese 4:00 p.m. Legion of Mary
(Parish Center)
Church 6:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal
Saturday Church 1:00 p.m. Wedding
Church 3:30 p.m. First Saturday
Devotion
Ladies Club Bake Sale after all Masses
New Parishioner Registration after all Masses
Sunday Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
Duffey Hall | 10:30 am. | Christmas Party
(school café)
Readings for December 7 and 8
Liturgy of /2~ First Sunday of Advent
lheWc:n_l Baruch 5:1-9
) Philipppians 1:4-6, 8-11
7 Luke 3:1-6

To read the readings on-line, go to
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120824.cfm

Readings for December 9

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Genesis 3:9-15, 20

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12

Luke 1:26-38

To read the readings on-line, go to

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120924.cfm

bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Your Gifts of Treasure

Weekly Budget Goal $ 13,300.00
Collection of November 23 and 24 Check back next week
Electronic Contributions 11/18-11/22 Check back next week
Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Actual $ 257,854.38
Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget $  266,000.00
Fiscal Year 2024-2025 YTD DEFICIT $ - 8,145.62

Home Improvement Fund
September Contributions
October Contributions
November Contributions (to date)

$ 2,456.00
$ 2,595.75
$ 1,967.00

PLEASE NOTE

November 10 was Intention Sunday for the Archdiocesan
United Catholic Appeal: Christ our Hope. Christ our Hope
provides year-long support to Archdiocesan ministries that
benefit people in all parishes. You should have received
your intention card in the mail, but extras are available at
the church doors. If you have not turned your card in, or
did not fill one out at church last weekend, please do so
soon as possible. You may place them in the regular
collection or mail them to the Archdiocese in the envelope
provided. Please be as generous as possible

Please take special care that you don’t mistake this for the
intention card for parish support. Our parish awareness
campaign for stewardship of time, talent, and treasure will
take place in the coming months.

FOOD PANTRY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

' We are creating an
u Indy additional meat repackaging
team on Wednesdays from
Serving Central andl Souther.n Indiana  12-3 p.m. Most of the meat
R VT - we receive has to be
repackaged into smaller units. Over 12,000 pounds of meat
needs to be processed weekly for the over 4,000 households we
serve each and every week. This team will consist of 6-8
volunteers. One member of the team must be able to lift 50 Ibs.
Seated positions and training are available. We hope you will
consider joining this important team to help our neighbors
receive the protein they need for healthy families. Contact
Heather Snyder hsnyder@svdpindy.org 317-924-5769 ext. 238
for more information and how to sign up.

The Adventuresome Group will meet on Wednesday,

December 11, following 11:00 a.m. Mass to celebrate
Christmas. Our guests will be the kindergarten classes and Fr.
Bob will read them the book, The Night Before Christmas.
Please come and bring a friend. The more the merrier! Please
call Jeanne in the Parish Office, 317-357-8352, to let us know
you are coming.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please keep our ill and
‘N YO homebound parishioners and
"y ¢
2 «  friends in your thoughts and
vQ prayers, especially the following
E people who have requested
~ prayers for various reasons:

ng Bill Ajamie, Tricia Allstatt, Fr. Mike
Barton, Marylyn Blackwell, Esther
Capps, Joe Clegg, Mark Clevenger, Dan Dugan, Sherri
(Ruegamer) Dugger, Joanna Estes, Forestal Family, Carol
Freeland, Olivia Garrison, Haydee Gloria, Margie Greene, Mary
Lou Hoggatt, Lois Irwin, Carrie Jones, John Jones, Bob Lawless,
Bobby Leszcynski, Karen Lientz, Larry Lynch, Catherine
McKenna-Sexton, Richard Mattingly, Sally Meth, Gene Miller,
Carol Murphy, Jimmy Murphy, Mike Payne, Ray Quinn, Bill
Rathz, Judy Rathz, Mary Rector, Scott Rhinehart, Lourdes
Riedeman, Bill Schlosser, Gary Walters, Janet Wilkerson.

If you get a chance, please send them a card or a note. It will
brighten their day. This week we especially want to remember:
Lois Irwin

C/O Stan Irwin
5305 Sunset Avenue, Rocky Ripple, IN 46208

Pray for our active military family/friends:

Brian Ledgerwood, serving on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, son of
Diane Anderson

Victor Franco, serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls,
MT.

Matthew Hughey, serving in Tokyo, Japan — nephew of Rita Cooning.

Aden S. Haigerty, United States Navy, serving with Naval Security
Forces, Deveselu, Romania — nephew of Mike Haigerty.

Javier Estrada — United States Navy, serving in Dalgren, VA. son of
Liliana Estrada, grandson of Martin and Shannon Estrada.

Jared Cox - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, grandson of Ed
and Cindy Wernsing.

Juan Santiago - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, son of
Velma Cecilio and brother of Edgar Santiago.

Zach Meyer, Marine Reserve in South Bend, son-in-law of Dave and
Dora Hughey.

lan Carter, serving on the Dwight D. Eisenhower Aircraft Carrier in the
Persian Gulf, great nephew of Pauline and Charlie Graf.

Lexi Robertson, Naval Submarine Base, New London, CT.,
granddaughter of Barb Bruce

Riley Allstatt, serving at the San Diego Marine Basic Camp, son of
Mark and Christa Allstatt and grandson of Dave and Charlotte Allstatt.

If you or someone in your family is ill or serving our country
and would like their name listed in the bulletin so others can
pray for them, please contact Peggy Clegg at 317-357-8352

or pcleqg@littleflowerparish.org.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Church Cleaning Ministry

The head of the Church Cleaning
ministry is stepping down to focus on
other responsibilities. We need
someone to step into this role and keep
the ministry alive and thriving! If you
are an enthusiastic person who takes
pride in our beautiful church, please
prayerfully consider leading this
ministry.  Duties include scheduling
the cleaning teams, washing towels,
and general communication with volunteers and staff. Most of
the duties can be done on your own schedule. If you have
additional questions, please reach out to Angie Mackell at
amackell@littleflowerparish.org or 317-357-8352, ext. 102.

MOLLY MAID

JANUARY 38, 3038

——— Y TR R
Primo Banquet Hall

2615 National Ave. Indpls

$65 per tlckf:t
this is a 21+ event
L Register here!

10 rounds of bingo, dinner, beer and
wine included with your ticket
additional games and prizes to be |

purchased - 50/50, mystery bags,
raffle basket tickets, wine and dine
bottle pull, and bid on live auctions _ ..E
SR

License Number: ooobi

¥ questions please reach owt to
ns at thawkinsgoyoarchindy.org

The Ladies Club 'ChPi'stmas’Party |§ December 5, at
6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. All women of the parish are
Please bring a wrapped Christmas ornament

welcome.
($10 or less) and your favorite side dish or dessert. We
would love to share some Christmas cheer together.

B AKE
SALE

The Ladies Club Bake Sale is December 7-8. We would
love to add your best dessert to our sale. If you are able,
please drop off your treat after 2:00 p.m. in the back of
church on December 7. We appreciate your support.

our lady (=1

L~
fatim

retreat house

A place 1o be...with Godl

Trust on the Road to Bethlehem — Evening of Reflection
Presenter: Stephanie Engelman

Thursday, December 5, 2025 /5 p.m. -9 p.m.

Description: Join us as we journey with Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem...reflecting on their story, their trust and their response to
God, so that we too may trust and likewise respond to God in Christ
through our own Advent Journey and on the many roads we travel.
Registration: $45 per person; includes Mass (at 5 p.m. for those who
can make it), dinner and program.

Trust on the Road to Bethlehem — Day of Reflection
Presenter: Stephanie Engelman

Friday, December 6, 2025/9 a.m. -2 p.m.

Description: Join us as we journey with Mary and Joseph to
Bethlehem...reflecting on their story, their trust and their response to
God, so that we too may trust and likewise respond to God in Christ
through our own Advent Journey and on the many roads we travel.
Registration: $45 per person; includes Mass, lunch and program.

Leave the Light On — Day of Reconciliation

Priests available for confession

Monday, December 9, 2024 /9 a.m. -7 p.m.

Description: Our doors will be open for anyone who wants to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Blessed Sacrament will be
exposed during this time in our Chapel for anyone who would also like
to visit with Jesus in Adoration.

Registration: Not required; no appointment necessary (There may be
some wait time depending on time of day).

Advent Days of Silence

Self-Directed

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 — Wednesday, December 11,
2024 — Thursday, December 12, 2024 /8 a.m. —4 p.m.
Description: These days are unscheduled and give retreatants
the opportunity to prepare for the Birth of Christ during Advent
as they “unplug” from the outside world in a relaxed, calm and
quiet setting. Come for one, a couple or all three days!
Overnight stay(s) can be added for an additional fee — see below.
Registration: $45 per person; includes lunch, Mass, private
room for the day and access to restful areas within the retreat
house and grounds.

Outdoor Stations of the Nativity

Led by Fr. Keith Hosey

Sunday, December 15, 2024 /2 p.m. -3 p.m.

Description: Fr. Keith Hosey will lead us in these Outdoor
Stations as we journey from the Annunciation through the Flight
into Egypt and will include reflections that will help us prepare
our hearts for the Seasons of Advent and Christmas.
Registration: Not required — we’d love you to join us! (Note if
weather does not permit us to be outdoors, we will pray them in
the Chapel)

To register onling,
select “Program Registration” at the top of the page and scroll
through calendar to find this program. You may also contact our
Registrar, Lisa Coons at (317) 545-7681; Icoons@archindy.org

please visit //www.archindy.org/fatima -

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2024 - EPIPHANY 2025 CALENDAR

ALL WEEKEND MASSES November 30 and December 1
First Sunday of Advent - Regular Weekend Mass Schedule
Anticipation Mass, Saturday at 5:00 P.M., Sunday at 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATH
Help those less fortunate — Get your tags from the Christmas Giving Trees

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 - 7:00 P.M.
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE FOR OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND LITTLE FLOWER
First Reconciliation for Little Flower First Communion Candidates
THE SERVICE IS AT LITTLE FLOWER THIS YEAR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
Second Sunday of Advent - Regular Mass Schedule
Parish Christmas Party - 10:30 A.M. in the Parish Social Hall (after 9:30 A.M. Mass)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (Holy Day of Obligation)
Solemnity transferred to Monday December 9
9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. Masses (No anticipation Mass)

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
Third Sunday of Advent - Regular Mass Schedule
PLEASE RETURN YOUR GIVING TREE GIFTS TO CHURCH THIS WEEKEND
OR TO THE PARISH OFFICE NO LATER THAN 3 P.M. ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 - 6:00 P.M.
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FOR GRADES K THROUGH 5

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21/SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent — Regular Mass Schedule

DECEMBER 24 AND 25 - CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 - 4:00 P.M., 5:30 P.M., & 10:00 P.M.
Full Christmas Choir at 10:00 P.M. Mass (music beginning at 9:25 P.M.)
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25 - 9:30 A.M.

DECEMBER 28 AND 29 - FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
Anticipation Mass, Saturday at 5:00 P.M., Sunday at 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Full Christmas Choir at 9:30 A.M. Mass (music begins at 9:15 A.M.)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Masses on Tuesday, December 31 at 6:00 P.M. (Anticipation Mass)
and Wednesday, January 1 at 9:30 A.M.

JANUARY 4 AND 5 - SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD,

Anticipation Mass, Saturday at 5:00 P.M., Sunday at 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Full Christmas Choir at 9:30 A.M. Mass (Music begins at 9:15 A.M.)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6
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Little Flower
Christmas Party

Sunday, December 8th
After the 9:30 a.m. Mass
In the School Cafeteria

Menu: eggs, potatoes,
sausage gravy and biscuits,
ham, muffins, fruit, and drinks

. '-!q_

-

FEATURING

Visit with Santa (bring a camera for pictures)
Craft project for the kids
Door prizes for adults and children
Lots of Holiday Cheer!

Come celebrate with your parish family!

Hosted by the Parish Life Commission

7 View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
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