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ST. THERESE – LITTLE FLOWER ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                                                                 January 14, 2024 

 

Dear Parish Family,  
 

This Monday, January 15, our nation celebrates the birth of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Both our parish office and our school will be closed in honor of Dr. King.  

I am always moved by Dr. King’s works in his “I Have a Dream” speech delivered 

on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963: “I have a dream that my 

four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 

color or their skin but by the content of their character.”  In that same speech, Dr. 

King reminded his listeners, “…unearned suffering is redemptive.”  
 

Thursday begins the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25). 

Traditionally January 18 was the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter at Rome. January 

25 was and is the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.    
 

 

For the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2024, the theme is “You shall love the Lord your God….and your neighbor as yourself,” from 

the Gospel of Luke [10:27].  “The theme…reflects the connection between love of God and love of neighbor with a particular concern for 

challenging the boundaries of who is considered ‘neighbor’.  In this pericope, Jesus is questioned as to the path to eternal life. His answer 

is not to only observe the commandments, but to also imitate the love of God in the giving of self for another. It is called charity, mercy, 

justice, and unity.” 
 

As you know, we have been trying to promote the Eucharistic Revival and the upcoming Eucharistic Congress that will take place in 

Indianapolis in July. Therefore, I hope that everyone is aware of both. While traveling, Cindy Woods, the parish council representative 

foe Invite, and her husband stopped in at St. Theresa parish. They asked the pastor and parish secretary if anyone from their parish 

planned to attend. She wrote, “It was like a Saturday Night Live skit. The pastor and the secretary had NO IDEA what we were talking 

about, and the more I tried to explain the more confused they got. So finally, I just wrote down my contact information and a few details 

and left.” As with most things, personal invitations are the best.  
 

Thanks to Shirley Brothers Mortuaries who provide our calendars each year.  
 

Over the years, when people wonder about the roots of my vocation to the priesthood, I have often been asked if I had relatives who were 

priests or sisters. The only priest in our family that I know of was Msgr. Henry F. Dugan, a distant cousin whom I never met.  He was 

chancellor of the Archdiocese from 1935 until 1957. He was ordained on May 25, 1916 and died on January 16, 1957. When he died, I 

was only seven. 
 

Finally, please pray for the repose of the soul of Sr. Marie Camille Schmaltz, O.S.F., who died on December 29, 2023 at the age of 95. 

She taught at Little Flower from 1963 to 1965. 
 

Have a wonderful week!    

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Reverse Raffle - Bingo Night hosted by 

 LF Athletics and LF PPS. 
Saturday February 3, 2024,  

LF cafeteria, Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Dinner provided by Steer-In.  

Presale tickets are available now. 
Cash prizes, auction items, cash games.  

Must be age 21+ 
See flyer elsewhere in the bulletin. 

Contact drewtorz@gmail.com with questions. IGC# 002626 

 

We remember our former 

parishioner, Emma Bixler, who 

passed away on December 30 and 

whose funeral liturgy was celebrated 

here on January 6.   Emma was 93 

years old and most recently lived in Cincinnati, OH.  Please keep 

all of Emma’s family and friends in your thoughts and prayers 

during this difficult time.  May God welcome Emma into his 

eternal glory.   

 

We will soon be running the schedule for 
February, March, and April.  Could you please 
send a list of any dates that you would be unable 
to serve to the coordinators of each ministry 
(emails listed below). 
 

 

• Lectors: please email Katie at katie.leszcynski1993@gmail.com  

• Eucharistic Ministers: please email Ron at duvkote@aol.com. 

• Servers:  please email Lisa at lgibbons@littleflowerparish.org. 
 

Please look ahead at your calendar, as it is much easier to let us know 
now when you are unavailable than it is for you to try to find a substitute.  
However, due to an ongoing shortage of ministers, please just give 
us the dates that you are unable to serve.  Several people are 
asking not to be scheduled for a month or more instead of just 
providing the weeks they are unable to be here.   If there are no 
dates that you anticipate being away, there is no need to respond.  If, 
however, you have dates to request that you not be scheduled, please 
respond to the appropriate ministry coordinator no later than end 
of day on Monday, January 22.   
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The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
For the Week of   January 15 -21, 2024  

15 January Monday  

 5:30 p.m. Donald Buchanan   

16 January Tuesday 

 5:30 p.m. Joseph Thuc Chu by Sam T. Chu 

17 January Wednesday  

 5:30 p.m. Bonnie & Emil Weimer by Ron Sharp 

18 January Thursday  

  No Mass 

19 January Friday   

 9:30 a.m. Cheryl Dinn by David & Bev Dinn 

20 January Saturday – The Vigil of 3rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

  5:00 p.m. Mary Margaret & Gerald Kelly by the 

Family 

21 January Sunday – The Third Sunday of Ordinary 

Time 

 9:30 a.m. Elizabeth Van Noy by the Allstatt Family 

 6:00 p.m. For the People 
 

 
January 14 - 21, 2024 

DAY ROOM TIME GROUP 

Sunday Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy 

 Duffey Hall 

(School Café) 
10:30 a.m. Coffee and Donuts 

 Blood Pressure check after all Masses. 

Monday Martin Luther King Day. Parish Office  & School Closed.  

 Duffey Hall 
(School Café) 

7:00 p.m. Men’s Club 

Tuesday Duffey Hall 

(School Café) 
6:30 p.m. Bible Study 

 St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

7:00 p.m. RCIA 

 St. Patrick 
(Parish Center) 

7:00 p.m. LF Neighborhood 

Association 

 John 23rd 
(Parish Center) 

7:00 p.m. Stewardship 

Commission 

Wednesday St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

5:30 p.m. SVDP 

 St. Patrick 
(Parish Center) 

6:00 p.m. Finance Council 

Thursday St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

1:00 p.m. Thursday Formation 

Group 

 Duffey Hall 
(School Café) 

6:30 p.m. PPS Meeting 

 St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

8:00 p.m. AA  

Friday St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

4:00 p.m. Legion of Mary 

Saturday Duffey Hall 
(School Café) 

6:00 p.m. Men’s Club  

Sunday Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy 

 Church 9:30 a.m. Rite of Enrollment for 
First Communion 

 School  10:30 a.m. Religious Ed 

 Duffey Hall 

(School Café) 

10:30 a.m. Coffee and Donuts 

 St. Therese 
(Parish Center) 

3:30 p.m. Confirmation Prep 

 
 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, January 16, in 

recognition of Martin Luther King Day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekend Mass Attendance (weekly averages) 
 

December 2019 – February 2020 (pre-pandemic) 608 

June 2020 – May 2021    249 

June 2021 – May 2022    434  

June 2022 – May 2023    483 

June 2023 – September 2023   469  

October 2023                                          459 

November 2023     515 

December 2023     475 

Christmas Mass Attendance              1027  

January 2024 (Week one)   464 
 

Please keep our ill and homebound 
parishioners and friends in your thoughts 
and prayers, especially the following 
people who have requested prayers for 
various reasons:   
 

Bill Ajamie, Tricia Allstatt, Fr. Mike Barton, 
Jane Bell, Esther Capps, Joe Clegg, Mark 

Clevenger, Dan Dugan, Sherri (Ruegamer) Dugger, Joanna Estes, 
Forestal Family, Carol Freeland, Olivia Garrison, Haydee Gloria, Katie 
Goodin, Margie Greene, Linda Hedges, Mary Lou Hoggatt, Lois Irwin, 
Bobbie Lawless, Bobby Lesczynski, Larry Lynch,  Catherine McKenna-
Sexton, Sally Meth, Gene Miller, Carol Murphy, Jimmy Murphy, Mike 
Payne, Ray Quinn, Bill Rathz, Judy Rathz, Scott Rhinehart, Lourdes 
Riedeman, Bill Schlosser, Gary Walters, Janet Wilkerson 
 

If you get a chance, please send them a card or a note. It will brighten 
their day. This week we especially want to remember:  
 

Brenda Crossley 

5505 Yucatan Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46237 
 

 

Pray for our active military family/friends: 
 

Brian Ledgerwood, serving on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, son of 
Diane Anderson 
 

Victor Franco, serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, MT. 
 

Matthew Hughey, serving at Scott Air Force Base – nephew of Rita 
Cooning. 
 

Aden S. Haigerty, United States Navy, serving aboard aircraft carrier 
USS Ronald Reagan – nephew of Mike Haigerty.    
 

Javier Estrada – United States Navy, serving in Dalgren, VA. son of 
Liliana Estrada, grandson of Martin and Shannon Estrada. 
 

Jared Cox - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, grandson of Ed 
and Cindy Wernsing. 
 

Juan Santiago - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, son of 
Velma Cecilio and brother of Edgar Santiago. 
 

If you or someone in your family is ill or serving our country and 
would like their name listed in the bulletin so others can pray for 
them, please contact Peggy Clegg at 317-357-8352 or 
pclegg@littleflowerparish.org. 
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On Sunday, January 21, 2024, at the 
9:30 a.m. Mass, we will celebrate the 
Rite of Enrollment. At this rite our First 
Communicants will be called by name 
and gather around the altar with their 

parents as they are enrolled as candidates for First 
Eucharist. Please keep these families and children in your 
prayers during the coming months. 

 

The Adventuresome Group will NOT meet in January.  Our next 

meeting will be in February.  More information will be given in 

upcoming issues of the Theresean. 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER   
Your Gifts of Treasure 

 

Weekly Budget Goal $           13,200.00 

Collection of January 6 and 7 $             8,622.35  

Electronic Contributions 1/1-1/5  $           10,649.02 

Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Actual $         371,473.84 

Fiscal Year 2023-24 Budget $         369,600.00 

Fiscal Year 2023-24  $             1,873.84 

  

Home Improvement Fund 
 

November Contributions $       2,364.00 

December Contributions $       3,464.00    

January Contributions (to date) $       1,253.00 

 

       United Catholic Appeal 
(gifts processed as of 1/8) 

Parish Goal                                  $ 62,294.00 

# of gifts received or pledged                        81 

Amount of gifts received or pledged      $  19,675.00 
 

 

Registration is now open! The 

Archdiocese is encouraging 

strong participation from each 

of its parishes and the Faithful. 

As the host archdiocese, we have been provided with a discount 

code, Indy24, which reduces the cost of individual passes from 

$375 to $274. 
 

If you have already signed up or have interest in attending the 

conference in July would you please notify Elizabeth Mann 

at emann@littleflowerparish.org or text / call Kurt Schnell at 

317-340-4640. 
 

The complete schedule is out now with a list of featured 

speakers. You can check it out at their website. 

https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/schedule 
 

The final Mass at Lucas Oil stadium on Sunday, July 21, 

2024, will include the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER REMEMBERING 
LITTLE FLOWER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy - Would you help? 

This is a program that presents Catholic 

teachings to children age 3 to First grade. 

We meet on most Sunday mornings during 

the 9:30 a.m. Mass, in the St. Patrick room, 

located in the Parish Center. We are looking 

for more volunteers to help with this 

important ministry! Lessons and supplies are 

provided.  Please contact Ann O’Neill at 

812-878-5585 for more information, or if you are interested in helping.  
 

The next Baptism Preparation 

Class is Monday, February 5, at 

7:00 p.m., in the Parish Center.  

This class is required for parents 

who are requesting baptism for 

their child and have not 

previously attended a preparation 

class. Please call the parish center 

at 317-357-8352 to let us know you plan to attend. Plan ahead, as 

the next class will not take place until April. 

 

 
 

Summerfest 2024 
May 31, June 1 and 2 

 
Holy cow, it’s time already! – Let’s start planning SUMMERFEST 2024! 
 
A kick off meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 31 for those who 
are willing to be part of the parish festival leadership team. Call Angie at 
317-357-8352 or email amackell@littleflowerparish.org if you’d like to be a 
new part of the team. 
 

YOUR ACTION REQUIRED! 
   

If you plan to volunteer in any gaming capacity at this year’s festival, we need 
your help now! This includes anyone working/selling at Bingo, Monte Carlo, 
Adult Games, Pull Tabs/Tip Boards, Main Raffle, and/or any special raffles. 
 
In order to comply with State Gaming Commission requirements, we need to 
provide a complete list of volunteer information.  Please send the following 
information to sclegg@littleflowerparish.org, with a subject line of “Festival 
Worker Information” by January 15: 
 

• Legal Name 

• Date of Birth 

• Driver’s License or State ID Number 

• Complete Home Address 

• Daytime Telephone Number 
 

If you sent us your information previously, and nothing has changed, you don’t 
need to send again. 
IF NOT, PLEASE SEND IT RIGHT AWAY SO WE CAN GET THE NECESSARY 
PAPERWORK FILED. If you are not sure if you submitted it previously, please 
send now it so we can make sure you are on the list. If you do not have email, 
you may write down the information and leave it at the parish office or place it 
in the collection. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE! 

 

Annual financial statements will be prepared and mailed no 
later than January 25. Statements for Christ our Hope United 
Catholic Appeal will be mailed by the Archdiocese. Statements 
for school annual fund will be separate from the statements 
for the regular parish donations. 
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The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings for January 21 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

To read the readings on-line, go to 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012124.cfm  
 

The next issue of the parish newsletter, “The Little Flower 

Garden” will be sent via email in mid-February. Any news 

or photos you have to share about Little Flower 

parishioners, ministries, or activities should be emailed 

to lfparishnews@yahoo.com by Friday, January 26.  You 

may also bring items to the parish office or drop in the 

collection basket. 
 

 

The protection of life is a 

sustained prayer intention of the 

Church, and in particular of the 

Knights of Columbus. Knights 

remain firmly committed to 

defending the right to life for 

every human being from the moment of conception to natural death. 

To commemorate this important cause, councils will promote a novena, 

nine days in our parishes, homes, and communities. Join thousands of 

Catholics nationwide in the annual Respect Life Novena, 9 Days for 

Life, starting Tuesday, January 16 - Wednesday January 24, 2024. 

Get daily intentions, brief reflections and more. Sign up at 

www.9daysforlife.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Little Flower Athletic Association 
 

Do you like watching sports events? Enjoy Coaching and watching your 
team succeed on and off the field? Want to be more behind the scenes? 
Or, to show off your organization skills? Do you have fundraising ideas 
to bring to life?  
 

We are looking for volunteers that want to be involved with the decision 
making for Athletics at Little Flower. The Little Flower Athletic 
Association will be holding elections on March 6 in the cafeteria. 
Nominations will need to be in by February 7 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
cafeteria.  
 

Come see us at the Little Flower School Open House on January 28. 
Visit us and hear more details about the positions available. If you have 
any questions or want to know more, please email the Little Flower 
Athletic Association at ahtletics@littleflowerparish.org.  

 

Knights of Columbus 
Fatima Event Center Located at 1040 North Post Road 

 

Fatima Council’s Dinner with the Knights will be on Monday,  

January 22 at 6:30 p.m. featuring Chicken and Noodles with 

mashed potatoes, vegetables and more . The cost is $10.00 for 

adults, $4.00 for children 5 -12, and children under 4 free.  Start 

the New Year by joining us for a great dinner. 
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3940 S. Arlington, Indy
317-783-3394

Homeowner/Contractor Rentals
Kurt Schnell 81’–Parishioner

Email: toolshed@att.net • Web: toolshedindy.com

“Preserving the Rite of Christian
Burial and Respecting the

Liturgy of Cremation.”
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=23690322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=23690406

