29" Sunday per Annum - A
Isaiah 45:1,4-6;

I Thessalonians 1:1-5;
Matthew 22:15-21

Little Flower - 10/22/23

My Brothers and Sisters,

Today is World Mission Sunday. Pope Francis has chosen for this year’s theme “Hearts on Fire,
Feet on the Move.” This theme comes from Jesus’ encounter with the two disciples on the Road to
Emmaus. After Jesus vanished from their sight, they said to each other, “‘Were not our hearts burning
within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?’” [Lk. 24:32]. As we celebrate
World Mission Sunday, it is good to remember that St. Therese is the patroness of the missions. Thank
you for all you do to support the missions today and throughout the year through your prayers and financial
gifts.

In the Liturgy of the Hours for Sunday Week 3, we pray, “We give thanks to God whose power is
revealed in nature, and whose providence is revealed in history.” Today’s first reading from the Prophet
Isaiah certainly demonstrates God’s providence revealed in history through King Cyrus, the pagan king of
Persia, who ruled from 559-530 BC. In today’s reading from Isaiah, God said to King Cyrus, “I have
called you by your name, giving you a title, though you knew me not.” God specifically chose Cyrus to
restore Israel to the Promised Land and to rebuild the temple.

We believe that God calls each of us by name. Since our name is a symbol of ourselves, it is a
symbol of our uniqueness and individuality. If God calls us by name, this means that God knows and loves
us as unique individuals. Knowing us and loving us as unique individuals, God calls forth the best in each
of us. As Matthew Kelly has written, God has an incredible dream for each of us: he wants us to become
the-best-version-of-ourselves. He wants us to become holy. This is our fundamental vocation.

However, God also has a plan for each of us. God calls each of us to make a contribution to the
common good of the Church and the larger community. As St. Paul wrote, “To each person the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” [I Cor. 12:7; NAB, 1970]. In other words, God
has given us, directly or indirectly through others, unique gifts, talents, and abilities to build up the Church
and the larger community. We do this by all the ways we participate in the Church, all the ways we
participate in the larger community. Our challenge is discerning God’s call in our lives.

In today’s Gospel, in response to the question whether or not they should pay taxes to Caesar, a
question designed to trap him, Jesus said, *“ ‘Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God
what belongs to God.’” 1 would suggest that Jesus is reminding us that we have responsibilities both to
God and to civil society. As Catholic Christians, we certainly owe God attendance and participation at
Sunday Eucharist, participation in the life of the Christian community, and support of the community and
its mission and ministries. As citizens, we certainly have an obligation to pay our taxes and to vote.
Finally, I think Jesus is reminding us that we should not see church and state as either/or but both/and.

Finally, in today’s reading from his First Letter to the Thessalonians, Paul wrote, “We give thanks
to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers....” Families, friendships, and communities
are always complicated and challenging. I would suggest that every night when we pray, we picture each
of the important people in our lives and thank God for them by name. When we are thankful for others, we
are less likely to take them for granted and are less likely to allow little things to create walls and barriers
between them and us.

My brothers and sisters, God knows and loves each of us as individuals and calls us to become the-
best-version-of-ourselves and to make a unique contribution to the communities of which we are part,
especially our families, our Church, and our society. At the same time, we need to thank God daily for all
the special people in our lives.



