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My Brothers and Sisters,

Today’s reading from Acts of the Apostles once again demonstrates the adaptability of the
early Church.  In last Sunday’s reading from Acts, the diaconate was established to provide for
the daily distribution of food to the Greek widows.  Just two chapters later we are told that Philip,
one of the original deacons, was already preaching and working miracles in Samaria.

On Wednesday, Archbishop Tobin announced his Connected in the Spirit decisions for the
Indianapolis deaneries.  As you know, Little Flower was part of the cohort that also included
Holy Spirit, Our Lady of Lourdes, and St. Bernadette.  St. Bernadette Parish will merge into Our
Lady of Lourdes on November 30, 2014.  Holy Spirit, Little Flower, and Our Lady of Lourdes
will be partnership parishes, which means that we are being asked to collaborate where possible to
strengthen existing ministries and to initiate new, needed ministries that we would not be able to
initiate or sustain on our own.  Little Flower and Our Lady of Lourdes are not being linked. 
Earlier it was thought that the pastor of Little Flower might also become the pastor of St.
Bernadette or Our Lady of Lourdes.  This is no longer on the table.  What is not yet clear is
whether the priests of Holy Spirit and I will have to celebrate Masses or other sacraments at Our
Lady of Lourdes.  

The Archbishop has asked the Indianapolis pastors and parish life coordinators to read the
following letter at all the Masses this weekend and to include the letter in next week’s bulletin. 
The letter is dated May 21, 2014.
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As the Archbishop has noted, his decision will bring particular grief to the members of the three
parishes that will close.  In the next few months, we especially want to pray for the parishioners of
St. Bernadette. If any of them happen to attend Mass here at Little Flower, please do your best to
make them feel welcome.

Finally, I would like to end with the Connected in the Spirit prayer.  Please bow your heads.  

Eternal God,
you are without beginning or end,
and you sustain us every day with your Providence.

As we discern where you are guiding
the Church in central and southern Indiana,
grant us wisdom and strength.

Through the “Connected in the Spirit” process
give us vibrant parish communities
that will enable us to serve you with all our hearts.

Bring comfort, healing and hope to those who are being lead
through a difficult transition, and unite us all
more fully with you and with one another.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.


