4th Sunday of Advent - B
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Romans 16:25-27;
Luke 1:26-38
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My Brothers and Sisters,
Today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Today’s Gospel introduces Mary and
tells the story of the Annunciation. The Gospels, of course, were not written from a
psychological perspective. However, we are told that Mary was greatly troubled by the angel’s
words “‘Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.’” and pondered what sort of greeting it was.
When the angel told her that she was to have a child who would be the Son of the Most High, she
questioned how this could be since she did not have relations with a man. Finally, after the angel
answered her question, she said, “‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.’” Like Mary, when called by God, we should wonder, we should
question, we should respond.
As much as the story tells us about Mary, it tells us even more about God. In October
Pope Francis gave a homily that was titled the “The God of Surprises.”1 According to Pope
Francis, when God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and parted the Red Sea, those
were surprises. He reminded his listeners that Jesus often did surprising things like eating with tax
collectors and sinners. We can only imagine Mary’s surprise when the angel Gabriel appeared to
her and her even greater surprise at the angel’s words to her. What could be more surprising
than God sending his Son to become one of us, to live among us as one of us, and then to die for
us. Jesus was God’s biggest surprise!
My brothers and sisters, at his first press conference after being named Archbishop of
Indianapolis, Archbishop Tobin defined faith as the capacity to be surprised by God: “If you look
at Scripture, it is full of a lot of surprised people, people in exile, people forgotten, a world that
thought that God lived worlds beyond the last star, only to discover that God so loved the world
that he sent his only Son....We allow God to surprise us because we know that God is faithful.”2
For young children, almost everything is a surprise. Even at my age, my favorite Christmas gifts
are surprises. As adults, are we still able and willing to be surprised by God?
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